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show of reason much before seven. As soon as the need for
explanation is borne upon him he does not find it difficult to
adduce his reasons. In any case, it is certainly through quarrelling
that the majority of children first begin to realize the need for
making themselves understood.
8. SOME EXPERIMENTAL WORK
One way of studying the linguistic development of children is,
as we have already indicated, the more formal one of tracing
step by step their growing mastery of the free expression with its
various grammatical complexities. The underlying assumption
here is that as the child gains power and extends his mental grasp
he finds it possible to attend to an increasing number of objects
or ideas at once and, after considering them together, to speak of
them with due regard for their relative interest or importance.
Now it should be possible to select suitable pictures and grade
them in the order of the complexity of their general meaning,
and therefore in terms of the difficulty of their comprehension
for a child, and this being so, they could perhaps he used as a
means of tracing the child's growing mastery over the sentence-
form, since this would be reflected in his ability to describe their
contents succinctly. An experiment may be instanced in illus-
tration of this method.1
Children individually in a number of schools were shown pic-
tures of everyday scenes, arranged in sets of six of approximately
equal difficulty. In each set two of the pictures were used as
' samples, which the examiner carefully interpreted and described
to the children. When it was clear that the child to be examined
understood what the two sample pictures were about and could
repeat the examiner's description of them he was asked to describe
the four remaining pictures one by one, using the same verbal
pattern for his descriptions as that used by the examiner. The
table on p. 71 indicates the grading adopted, and the ages at
which 70 per cent, of the children could first manage satisfactory
descriptions according to the patterns prescribed for them. In
order to ensure a standard form of sentence being employed, the
children were instructed to frame their descriptions as completions
to sentences beginning It is a picture of , . .
9. DESCRIBING THINGS REMOTE IN SPACE AND TIME
In a picture we have something which stands midway between
the world of directly apprehended objects and events and the
1 A fuller description is given in Appendix II, a (i), pp. 287-299.